<< I 
AE \\\ |) A =~ 
~ “KH = \ 


—— NS ~N —* 
> Jf 


The Grandmaster and the Challenger have stolen the Earth and have unleashed the 

Lethal Legion and the Black Order to claim cosmic objects called Pyramoids, which 

wreak elemental havoc on their surroundings. Most of the world’s heroes and villains 

have been trapped in a mysterious stasis, leaving behind only a handful of Avengers 

as the planet’s last line of defense. The return of Voyager, the lost founding Avenger, 
has increased their chances of survival, but will it be enough? 


So far, the Black Order and the Avengers have each claimed a Pyramoid, but their 
team members were disintegrated as a result. A devastated Rogue took out the loss 
of Johnny Storm on the Black Order, which has been decisively routed. 


Now an air Pyramoid is unleashing disaster on New Mexico while a water Pyramoid 
devastates Antarctica. The only way to stop them is to claim them, and that seems 
to lead to certain death... 
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Welcome back, True Believers, to another edition of THE ASSEMBLY, where we take you, 
our dear readers, behind the scenes of this crazy contraption we're calling AVENGERS: NO 
SURRENDER. Let’s get right to it! Email us at MHEROES@MARVEL.COM and mark your 
suggestion “Okay to Print”! 


SPOTLIGHT ON THE OCCUPY AVENGERS 


There is a man. And if you can find him, and if he believes in your 
plight, he and his team will do what needs to be done. Some call 
them outlaws, rebels, Robin Hoods. To many, they are heroes. No 
powers to speak of, just skills, smarts and the drive to put things 
right. They are the OCCUPY AVENGERS! 


RED WOLF #1: 


HAWKEYE: Once, Hawkeye was known as the world’s greatest esc Fes F 

° < nas While investigating a series of 
marksman and a top-tier Avenger. But now he's known for firing murders in 1872, Sheriff Red 
the first shot in the second super hero civil war, killing Bruce Wolf tangles with an enemy who 


Banner to prevent him from becoming the monstrous Hulk seen strands him in the present day. 
in Ulysses’ vision of the future. Though Bruce himself asked 
Hawkeye to take his life, Clint remains haunted by his actions, and 
’ began traveling the country looking for wrongs to right. 


RED WOLF: Red Wolf is a strong-willed and sharply intelligent 
sheriff from 1872 who found himself displaced to the present and 
~ is still trying to find his way in a time not his own. While working as 
~ a deputy in Santa Rosa, he crossed paths with Clint Barton, and 
they struck up a deep friendship. Hawkeye recently left Red Wolf 


re : and the rest of the team to lead the resistance against Hydra, but 


r i; 7 . . #3: 
= Clint and Red Wolf remain close friends and allies. . SIV WARILES. 
Hawkeye is exonerated in the 


murder of Bruce Banner after a 
NAMING CHARACTERS 15 HART court decides he acted to protect 
the rest of the world from the threat 

of the Hulk, at Banner's request. 


AN ORAL HISTORY OF MENTACLE 


Mark: I remember quite distinctly the moment everyone [in the NO SURRENDER retreat] looked 
at me because I'd done 52, America’s first successful weekly, and I opened my mouth and nothing 
came out but a tiny little feather. This was a completely different animal. The 52 series was a bunch 
of small stories that eventually dovetailed into one big one. This was a big story from the start, and 
my wheelhouse is smaller, character-driven stuff. Luckily, even with so many characters, AVENGERS: 
NO SURRENDER ended up being full of character bits, but if my partners and our editors hadn't been 
there to think Big Picture and knit ‘em all together, I'd be screamingly lost. 


Al, especially, seems to be good with coming up with names. I am not. If I'd been left alone on OCCUPY AVENGERS #1: 
AVENGERS: NO SURRENDER, you'd be reading about Tentacle Man questing after Floating Space- Hawkeye meets Red Wolf WHIE 
Metal Prizes and you would have already stopped reading. investigating a water shortage on 


, F ; 2 ‘ ; the Sweet Medicine Reservation. 
Al: I remember we were discussing who'd be on the all-new Lethal Legion--I think we'd already 


decided at that point that it was going to be all aliens, and a mix of older characters and newer ones. 
So we had the Blood Brothers in there, we had a new Metal Master, there was a new Captain Glory 
who was basically “what if the Kree had a Captain America,” and later on, Jim gifted us a couple of 
fab new alien villains, with backstories and everything. But at that moment, in the room, we'd decided 
we needed someone with mental powers. Someone from Rigel, maybe? What would they be called? 


Thad a sudden flash of inspiration. 
“MENTACLE!” 


Tt burst out of my face like Orson Welles advertising peas, or a mad scientist declaring their creation 
lived. Everybody collapsed with laughter--even I had to agree there was no way we were calling fiewheye end Red ‘Walf decide 
a character “Mentacle” in the Year of our Lord 2017. And then we did anyway, mostly because we to travel the country together, 
couldn't stop saying “Mentacle” to each other. Obviously, I regret nothing. looking for wrongs to right. 


OCCUPY AVENGERS #2: 


Jim: When we were brainstorming new villains for the Lethal Legion, I stressed that we 
should look beyond basic humanoids if possible. I suggested aliens that were vapor, or psychic 
projections or covered in tentacles, anything to change things up from the norm. Al ran with 
that and suggested some kind of “mental tentacle..Mentacle!” and that was it. We all busted up. 


At first we dismissed the brilliance of Mentacle, but it soon *ahem* wormed its way into 
our consciousness. We couldn't let go of that ridiculous name..but was it ridiculous? 
Didn't it sound like the exact kind of thing Stan Lee would’ve announced with bombastic 
aplomb back in the days of Merry Marvel? Weren't we trying to recapture a bit of that 
classic “heroes versus villains” simplicity? If there's a Mr. Fantastic, and a Sub-Mariner, 


and a Magneto, surely we could envision the glory that is Mentacle, the mental tentacle? SECRET EMPIRE #6: 
Hydra unleashes a_ temporarily 

Mentacle. resurrected Hulk on the resistance 
base, forcing Hawkeye to survive 

Say it and know that name means power. Buy a dozen copies of AVENGERS #676, Mentacle’s first the darkest demon from his past. 


appearance, and store them somewhere safe as an investment in your financial future. 
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AVENGERS #682 


One Avenger will gamble everything to save thousands--and the 

odds aren't in his favor! The Challenger reveals his ace in the hole, 

and Jarvis awakes from a mysterious coma to cry four chilling words: 
“It’s all a lie!” 
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